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The Sun's Overwhelming Mass Share
Let's start with a mind-blowing fact - 99.86% of our solar system's mass resides in the Sun. That's like having

a bowling ball surrounded by specks of dust! The remaining 0.14% gets divided among planets, moons,
asteroids, and space debris.

How 99.86% Cameto Be

About 4.6 billion years ago, a giant molecular cloud collapsed under gravity. As material accumulated at the
center, temperatures reached 15 million?C - hot enough to kickstart nuclear fusion. This marked the Sun's
birth as a main-sequence star, consuming 600 million tons of hydrogen every second.

Here's what makes the Sun's mass dominance crucial:

Maintains planetary orbits through gravitational pull
Generates solar wind protecting the heliosphere
Determines solar system's movement around Milky Way (250 km/s)

Jupiter: The Heavyweight Runner-Up
While the Sun's mass measures 1.989x107? kg, Jupiter accounts for 71% of remaining mass. The gas giant's
composition reveals why it never became a star:

PlanetMass (kg)Sun Comparison
Sun1.989x1077100%
Jupiter1.898x10770.095%
Earth5.972x10770.0003%
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Fun fact: You'd need 11 Earths lined up to span Jupiter's Great Red Spot!

Mass Distribution & Cosmic Balance
The Sun's mass creates a gravitational "sweet spot" where Earth orbits. If the Sun were just 5% lighter, our
planet would freeze. Conversely, 10% heavier might make Earth uninhabitably hot.

Recent studies show Jupiter's mass acts as a cosmic vacuum cleaner - its gravity deflects 90% of incoming
comets. This gravitational shielding partly explains Earth's relatively impact-free environment.

Why This Matters to Earthlings

Solar mass variations affect more than just temperatures. The Sun's current 4.6 billion year lifespan directly
relates to its mass. When it becomes a red giant in 5 billion years, Mercury and Venus will get swallowed -
Earth's fate remains uncertain.

But here's something you can relate to - solar mass loss occurs at 4 million tons/second through solar wind.
Don't panic though! At this rate, the Sun would need 150 quadrillion years to lose 1% mass. We've got bigger

concerns like mastering renewabl e energy before then!

Next time you feel insignificant, remember: You're part of a species smart enough to calculate cosmic mass
ratios while drinking coffee. That's pretty stellar for creatures living on a 0.0003% mass speck!

Web: https://solarsolutions4everyone.co.za
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