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Why Concentrated Solar Power Still Mattersin 2025

You know how everyone's talking about photovoltaic (PV) panels these days? Well, Abengoa Solar's been
quietly perfecting CSP technology since the 1980s. Their parabolic trough systems achieve 40% higher energy
yield than first-gen models - crucial for sun-soaked regions like Southern Europe and MENA countries.

But here's the kicker: While PV dominates rooftop installations, CSP provides 73% of utility-scale solar
thermal projects globally. The secret sauce? Thermal energy storage that works like a giant battery, storing
heat in molten salt for up to 15 hours. Unlike lithium-ion batteries that degrade over time, these salt-based
systems actually improve with use.

The Storage Advantage Over PV

Consider this: When France's AAMWE 2025 exhibition kicks off next month, all eyes will be on dispatchable
solar solutions. Abengoa's latest 200MW project in Morocco can power 90,000 homes through the night -
something PV alone can't achieve without massive battery farms.

Bridging Solar Generation and Energy Demand

Wait, no - it's not just about storing heat. The real innovation lies in hybrid systems. Abengoa's newest plants
combine PV arrays with thermal storage, achieving 92% capacity utilization. Here's how they're beating the
duck curve:

Daytime: PV suppliesimmediate grid demand
Surplus energy charges thermal storage
Evening peak: Stored heat generates steam power

Kinda makes you wonder: Why aren't more developers adopting this approach? The answer lies in upfront
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costs - but with storage durations now hitting 15+ hours, the LCOE drops below $0.04/kWh in optimal sites.

Gemasolar: The Plant That Changed Everything
A 185-hectare field of mirrorsin Spain's Andalusia region, all focusing sunlight on a central tower. Abengoas
flagship Gemasolar facility became the first CSP plant to achieve 24/7 operation back in 2021. Key stats:

19.9MW installed capacity
6,500 heliostats with Al-driven alignment
15-hour molten salt storage

But here's the twist - while everyone celebrated its technical success, Abengoa Solar itself was collapsing
financially. The parent company's 2021 bankruptcy forced asset sales, yet the technology lived on through
license agreements. Tak about a phoenix-from-the-ashes story!

Navigating the Global Energy Transition

As we approach Q4 2025, emerging markets are driving CSP adoption. Kazakhstan's new 100MW plant using
Abengoa-derived tech shows how:

"Our Astana facility combines Chinese financing with European engineering - the perfect model for
developing nations.” - Kairat Nurtayev, Kazakhstan Energy Ministry

The playbook's clear: Use local labor for construction, licensed tech for operations, and multilateral funding
for financing. With solar thermal markets projected to grow 8.7% CAGR through 2030, this could be CSP's
comeback decade.

So where does this leave legacy players like Abengoa? Their IP portfolio remains gold standard, but the future
belongs to adaptable licensees. Companies like JinkoSolar are aready exploring CSP-PV hybrids, proving that

in renewables, collaboration beats competition every time.

2025AAMWE 2025

Web: https://solarsol utions4everyone.co.za

Page 2/2



